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Court  chamber  residing  ’in'BlagovolieUpOTte# 

55  Bolahaya  Street*"'  •••  *  r* 
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.  •*  '  /•*.«*  - 

On  Maroh  22,  1919,  the  troops  of  the  12th  Japanese  division  destroyed 
188  oottageS  with  out-buildings,"  movable- property  and  .live  stook*  •  Moreover, 
216  people  were  shot  to  death  and  more  than  1000  ohildren  beoame  -orphans. 

4-  The  cost  of  the  damage  amounts  to  fifty  million  roubles. 

The  oiroumstanoes  of  the  destruction  of  property  and  the  extermination 
of  the  population  n»y  be  confirmed  by  the  eye-witnesses,  namely*  -Peter 
Akakievich  Zaloga,'  the  Ivanovka  post  master  and  by  Feodor  Germanovich 
Zidentopf  and  Yan  Yanovioh  Bablnets.  Thev  all  reside  in  the  Ivanovka  village* 

Keeping  in  mind"  that  evidence  might  beoome  unavailable  in  the  future  and 
in  compliance  with  Artiole  82  of  the  Charter  of  Civil  Courts,  I  hereby  re¬ 
quest  that  the  above-mentioned  eye-witnesses  be  interrogated  to  secure  the 
evidenoe  without  oalling  the ‘other  party. 


Representative  of  the  Ivanovka  village  community,  - 


attorney.  * 


/  Signature  / 


prof.  V.  Maksakov 

Oireetor  of  the  State  Central 
Historical  Arphives  of  the  U.S.S.R, 
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On  Uareh  22  at  about  1300  hours  gun-fire  was  opened  from 
e  village  of  Dmitrievka  which  was  located  at  the  distanoe  of 
kilometers  from  tho  village  of  Ivanovka .  The  gun-fire  was 
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On  February  19.  1920.  the  application  for  \h«  rproduotionof  evidence 
submitted  by  F.Q.  Po re gu&^*pgi»W%a  ky ,  attorney,  representative  of  the 
Ivanovka  village  MfflUjfuby  was  heard  at  the  open  session  before  A.Ni  Olacunov. 
member  .of.  the  lefc][  Be*tion  in  the  lawsuit  brought  by  the  above-mentioned 
community  ag^ftBVtno  Japanese  0OT9TlUMRt  to  repay  50  million  roubles  for  the 
damage  oausetf. 

Representative  P.O.  Peregud-Pagoreleky  and  witnesses  Peter  Akakievich' 
Zaloga.  Theodor  Qermanovioh  .Zlgnetopf  and  Yan.Yanovioh  Babinets  were  present 
at  the  session.  ' 

.  •  *  ** 

The  representative  Peregud-Pogorelsky  in  arguing  his  application  stated 
that  he  requested  the  witnesses  bo  interrogated. without  oalling  the  other 
party  due  to  the  fact  that  the  witnesses  may  soon  go  home  and  they  will  not « 
.be  available  for  examination.  ■  i\;  r  .  .t  . 

•  #  •  .  .  *.» 

The  member  of  the  Seotion  ordered  that  the  witnesses  be  interrogated  to 
provide  evidence  .without- oal ling  the  other  party. •• 

The  witnesses  being  duly  warned. of  the  responsibility- for  giving  false 
testimony  and  being  interrogated  separately  testified  as  followss 

1.  I.  Poter  Akakiovich  Zaloga.  am  now  the  pest  master  of 
•  the  Ivanovka  village.  I  am  32  years  of  age.  None  of  those  who 
suffered  losses  in  the  village  of  Iv&novka  were  among  ny  relations. 

•  On  February  10  last  year  an  organised  ‘detachment  of  the  Red  Army 
visited  the  village  of  Ivanovka  for  the  first  time.-  After  its  t 
departure  I  read  in  newspapers  the  announcement  of  the  Japanese 
Command  that  tho  population  billeting  the  Red  Army  detaohment 
would  be  severely  punished  and  that  their  village  would  bo  burnt. 

The  above-mentioned  order  was  not  officially  announced  in  the 
village  of  Ivanovka. 

•  r  •  / 

In  the  evening  of  Maroh  15  the  village  of  Ivanovka  was  again 
visited  by  a  small  detaohment  of  16  Red  Army  men  who -left- the 
village  in  the  evening  of  Maroh  17.  As  this  detaohment  committed 
some  sots  of  violence  against  the  peaceful  citisens  and  as  the 
members  of  that  detachmont  did  not  behave  as  the  true  defendants 
of  people's  interests,  the  visit  of  this  detaohment  was  reported 
to  the  authorities  in  the  town  of  Blagovestohensk.  During  the 
period. from  the  17th.  to  22nd  of  Maroh  nobody  visited  the  village 
of  -Ivanbvka  and  the  villagers  were  engaged  in  everyday  peaoeful 
labor. 


•  > 


commenced  without  any  warning.  At  that  time  I  was  discharging 
my  duties  at  the  post  office.  I  hid  my  family  in  the  ica-cellar 
and  began  my  observation,  the  shells  whioh  exploded  in  the  village 
set  fire  in  various  plaoes.  The  gun-firing  continued  for  an  hour. 
Mr.  SoherbaV,  a  postman,  joined  me  and  in  order  to  stop  the  shell¬ 
ing  of  the  village  and  its  inhabitants  we  deoided  to  hoist  a  three 
colored  state  flag  with  the  post  insignia  on  a  high  pole. 

The  shelling  stopped.  In  about  an  hour  aftor  this,  a  group 
of  Japanese  cavalry  about  10  or  15  men  strong  appeared  in  the 
Bolshaya  Street  followed  by  a  large  group  of  Japanese  infantry. 

The  Japanese  infantry  soldiers  had  special  applianoes  for  setting 
fire  to  the  buildings)  some  of  them  carried  straw.,  the  others  tins 
with  kerosene.  On  their  way  the  Japanese  soldiers  were  sotting 
fire  to  tho  houses  choosing  those  whioh  could  more  ..easily  be  set 
on  fire.  Thus,  if  there  was  any  shed  around  a  house  with  straw 
roof  the  Japanese  set  fire  to  it. 

The  entered  small  porche’s,’  drove  the  people  out  of  their 
houses,  put  straw  on  the  floor,  poured  kerosene  over.it,  set  fire 
to  it  and  having  waited  for  the  fire  to  leap  into  flames  proceeded, 
further  with  the  same  aim  in  view.  Besides  the  losses  from  the 
shelling  some  peaceful  citizens  of  tho  Ivanovka  village  were  shot 
to  death.  Thus  Vasily  Ulyanovioh  Kantemir.ov,  the  67  year  old  owner 
of  the  houSe  ih  which  an  office  is  located  met  the  Japanese 'soldiers 
with  bread  and  salt  on  a  tray  in  front  of  his  hduse.  The  Japanese 
soldiers  led  him  away  after  he  had  passed  the  tray  on  to  his  wife 
end  later  on  shot  him  to  death.  Later  on  I  heard  and  read  in  the 
papers  that  during  the  shelling  of  the  village  of  Ivanovka  there 
was  a  detachment  of  the  Reds  in  th9  village,  i.  positively  state 
that  thore  was- no  detachnwnt  in  the  village  at  that  time  and. I  also 
state  that  there  was  no  detachment  in  .the  village  in  the  period  be¬ 
tween  the  socond  visit  of  the  Rods  whioh  I  alroady  referred  to  and 
the  time  of  the  shelling.  The  sum  total  of  the  losses  infliotod 
upon  the  inhabitants  bf  the  village  of  Ivanovka  from  the  shelling, 
shooting  of  people  and  arson* amounts  according  to  the  conservativo 
estimate  to  not  loss  than  forty-five  or  fifty  million  roubles. 

From  subsequent  events  I  draw  a  conclusion  that  tho  faot  of 
the  second  appearance  of  the  Rod  Army  detachment  was  reported  to 
the  authorities  and  I  admit  that  it  could  bo  done  by  those  who  had 
been  either  detained  or  mistreated  by  the  Red  Army  men. 

I  personally  do  not  know  who  mudb  such  a  report.  I  do  not 
know  oxaotly  how  many  people  wore  killed  during  tho  shelling  of 
the  village  of  Ivanovka  but  at  any  rate  not  less  than  two  hundred 
men.  I  do  not  know  what  unit  participated  in,  the  shilling  of  and 
the  arson  in  the  village  of  Ivanovka.  The  total  number  of  burnt 
houses  amounted  to  about  one  hundrod  and  fifty.  But  it  might  be 
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moro  than  that.  The  inhabitants  of  tho  villose  of  Iyanovka  were 
unarmed.  Most  of  the  men  who  could  work  were  not  in  Ivanovka  but 
in  the  ;f ields  gathering  crops. ' 

I  •  •  •  • 

.1  have  nothing  to  add.  My  testimony  was  read  to  me.  It  is 
reoorded  oorrCotly. 

(Signed)  Peter  Akakievich  Zaloga; 

’  A.  Glagunov, 

Membor  of  the  section. 


2.  I,  Theodor  Germanovich  Zidontopf,  am  a  citizen  of . the- 
Republic  of  Prance  and  employed  by  the  looal  Ivanovka  workshops. 
Ivanovka  is  my  permanent  plaoo  of  residence  where -I  work’in  the 
government  agricultural  workshop.  Prom  March  17  to  Maroh  22]  last 
year, .everything  was  quiot  in  the  Ivanovka  village!  the  inhabitants 
were  engaged  in  evory  day  peaoeful  labor.  At  that  time  I  did  not 
see  any  detaohments  or  individual  armed  persons  in  the  Ivanovka 
village.  At  about  10  a.m.  while  I  was  working  in  the  workshop 
whioh  was  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village  I  heard  distant  gun.  fire 
from  the  direction  of  tha  village  of  Cheremushky.  After  the  oom-" 
pletion  of  my  work  at  12.00  I  went  home  with  my  friend  Babinets.’. 

My  house  was  also  looated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village  of 
Ivanovka,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  village  from  the  workshop. 

I  served  in  the- workshop  as  a  technician.  While  I  was  proceeding 
to  oy  quarters  everything  was  quiot  and  there  were  no  indications 
of  the  forthcoming  rvonts.  *,  ' 

When  wo  began  our  dinner  the  oloser  gun  fire  was  heard  from 
the  direction  of  the  vil'lago  of  Dmitriovka  whioh  was  at  the  distance 
of  5  versts  from  the  villago  of  Ivanovka.  I  wont  out  into  the ^yurd 
and  saw  that  the  whole  of  the  Ivanovka  village  was  onciroled  by 
soime  military  forces  at  a  distanoo  not  loss  than  three  versts  from  •• 
tho  center.  Duo  to  a  long  distance,  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
to  what  nationality  they  belonged.  As  tho  shells  oxplodod  in  the 
village  firos  were  started. •  I  hid  myself  in  a  cellar.  I  found  put 
that  four  guns' wore  shelling  the  village  of  Ivanovka,  that  the  fire 
was  rap£d  and  it  continued  for  about  an  .hour. 


Later  I  found  fragments  of  oxplodod  shrapnol  shells  and 
grenades  in  the  yard  of  my  house.  During  the  stalling  .a  panic 
arose  among  the  'inhabitants  and  whole  families  began  to  "leave  the 
village  using  carts  and  sleighs.  Being  aware  of  the  fact  that  we- 
as  foreigners  were* protected  against  any  violenoo  I  and  my  friend  / 

Babinets  remained  at  home.'  Then  .the  firing  ceasod  and  for  about- 
fivo  or  10  minutes  everything  was  silent.  Thon  tho Japanese  .. 
oavalry  appeared  and  began  to  set  fire  to  the  houses.  Three 
Japanese  cavalrymen  oamo  into. my  house  and  were  soon  followed  by 
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infantrymen.  The  bayonets  of  the  rifles  of  the  lattor  ware  ooverea 
with  blaid.  The  Japanese  took  some  rags  and  began  to  clean  tho 
bayonets.  After  their  entering  the  village  of  Ivanovka  the 
Japanese  began  to  set  fire  to  the  houses  and  to  shoot  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  I  saw  myself  how  the  Jupanesa  entered  the  houso  of  tho 
whiteguard  Nozhinsky,  a  rich  peasant  whose  house  was  in  front  of 
mine  and  asked  him  whether  he  was  a  bolshevik  or  a  whiteguard. 

Thoy  showed  him  a  conventional  sign  with  their  fingers  (the  fingers 
were  olenohed  in  a  fist  with  a  thumb  and  a  little  finger  stioking 
out).  And  when  Nozhinsky  who  apparently  did  not  know  and  did  not 
understand  the  sign  asked  them  "ffhat  is  it?"  they  shot  him.  In  the 
yard  near  my  house  a  peasant  was  chopping  firewood.  Tho  Japanese 
oame  into  the  yard  and  shot  him  at  once.  The  Japanese  arrestod  me 
and  Babinets  and  led  us  to  the  church.  In  front  of  the  church  a 
company  of  Japaneso  soldiers  stood  in  lino  and  every  other  soldier 
had  a  tin  with  korosene.  At  the  church  we  were  joined  to  the  group 
of  the  previously  arrested  poasants  of  about  25  men,  then  wo  wore 
sont  to  the  Japanese  headquirters  which  consisted  of  six  Japanese 
officers  and  was  located  neur  the  wooden  bridge  on  the  road  loading 
from  Ivanovka  to  Dmitrievka.  This  group  of  tho  arrested  poasants 
included  eight  or  ten  old  men  who  were  separated  from  the  rest  by 
tho  staff  offioors  and  wore  sont  back  to  the  villago  whereas  wo 
wore  interrogated.  The  .Japanese  officers  asked  me  what  tho  popula¬ 
tion  of  Ivanovka  was.  I  said,  "7, OCX)  people."  "Is  that  all?"  asked 
tho  officer  pointing  at  the  arrested  peasants.  I  replied  that  the 
rest  had  fled.  The  offioor  esked  me,  "Why  didn't  you  flee?"  I  re¬ 
plied  to  him  that  as  a  foreigner  I  was  not  exposed  to  any  danger 
and  therefore  I  remained  in  the  village. 

After  the  interrogation  the  headquarters  ordered  two  Japanese 
soldiers  to  escort  us.  Even  the  soldiers  themselves  did  not  know 
what  place  we  should  be  brought  to.  They  asked  us  about  somo  large 
building,  as  I  understood  about  tho  church  or  about  tho  distriot 
administration  office,  and  at  our  direction  brouTht  us  first  to  the 
ohuroh  and  then  to  the  office,  but  both  buildings  were  empty.  On 
our  way  I  saw  the  Russian  national  three-colored  flag  hoistod  on 
the  pole  near  the  post  offico  which  was  opposite  to  the  distriot 
administration  offioo.  Being  at  loss,  what  to  do  and  thinking 
that  our  workshop  was  also  in  a  largo  building  I  pointed  it  to  the 
Japanese  and  we  proceeded  there.  Than  we  were  approaching  it  wo 
heard  machino-gun  fife  from  the  opposite  direction  near  a  small 
forest  and  the  guards  led  us  there;  when  wo  oume  thore  we  found 
members  of  the  detachment  taking  away  a  maohine-gun.  On  the  ground 
there  ’were  lying  about  150  bodies  of  Ivanovka  peasants  who  were 
raaohine-gunnod.  All  the  arrested  wore  before  the  Japanese  soldiers 
whieh  pointed  their  riflos  at  them.  I  started  running,  but  safi/my 
friend  Babinots  near  tho  ourt  on  which  tho  Japanese  officers  and 
one  Russian  offioor  were  sitting.  Babinots  was  showing  thorn  his 
papers.  I  pushed  my  way  to  that  oart. 


By  this  time  all  the  arreetod  peasants  of  our  group  woro 
already  shot  from  the  rifles.  Among  the  viotims  there  wero  also 
the  peasants  who  expressed  their  sympathy  with  the  whitoguards 
and  opposod  the  Rods,  for  instance,  Bukhantsov.  In  spite  of  all 
his  efforts  to  oonvinoe  the  offioors  that  he  w as  not  a  bolshevik 
a  Japanese  offioor  said,  "Tako  him  there l"  pointing  at  tho  plaoe 
of  the  mass  shooting  and  Buohantsev  was  also  shot.  I  and  my  friend 
Babinets  were  odrriod  in  a  cart  to  the  village  of  Dmitriovka  und 
there  we  were  triod.  In  tho  evening  we  wero  released.  The  number 
of  tho  shot  peasants  of  tho  village  of  Ivanovka  amounted  to  not 
leap  than  two  hundred  pooplu.  About  the  same  mumber  of  houses 
were  burnt  down.  Tho  total  losrcs  inflicted  by  shooting,  shelling 
and  arson  wore  est^mu'ced  at  not  less  than  sixty  or  seventy  million 
roubles.  During  the  shelling  the  population  of  the  Ivanovka  village 
was  unarmed.  All  tho  weapons  had  been  oonfisoated  long  boforo. 

I  must  add  that  when  we  were  being  led  post  the  burning  houses 
we  heard  the'oracking  of  the  burning  dry  wood.  The  Japanese  wero 
pointing  in  tho  direotion  of  the  burning  houses  and  were  saying, 
Mtuh,  tuh",  trying  to  explain  to  us  that,  that  crocking  was  a  result 
of  the  explosion  of  the  oartiges  which  had  been  left  by  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  village.  I  explained  to  them  that  that  was  the  way  the 
dry  wood  generally  burns. 

•  ; 

The  testimony  was  road  to  me,  recorded  oorrootly. 

•  ’•  /signed  F.G,  Zodentopf 

A.  Glasunov 

Member  of  the  Sootlon 


3.  Yan  Yanovich  Babinets,  oiticen  of  Cseoho Slovakia,  resident 
of  the  village  of  Ivanovka  and  at  present  foreman  in  tho  Government 
workshop  of  agricultural  implements.  This  witness  gave  the  same 
testimony  as  witness  Zedontopf.  He  added  that  when  he  and  Zedontopf 
were  led  to  the  forest  whore  the  machine-gunning  of  the  peasants 
took  place  he  saw  a  group  of  the  Japanese  carrying  away  tho  machine- 
guns. and  the  rost  of  tho  Japanese  killing  with  pir.tols  and  bayonots 
inhabitants  of  the  Ivanovka  village  vho  survived- the  mnohine -gunning. 
He  also  said  that  during  the  trial  which  took  place  in  Dmitriovka 
the  Japanese  insisted  that  they  be  extradited  and  shot.  But  the 
Russian,  officer  who  was  present  thore  refused  them  and  said  that  h9 
also  had  tho  right  to  try  them.  The  shelling  of  the  Ivanovka  village 
was  oonduoted  by  Japanese  ngJ.ldr  troops  but  the  -witness  does  not 
know  the  number  of  tho  unit  which  did  it.  As  a  result  of  fires  the 
publio  school,  the  house  of  tho  priest  and  tho  promisee  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  administration  office  wore  burnt. 


■■■■ 
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iVhen  they  were  being  led  by  the  Japanese  they  saw  that  the 
workshop  also  nought  fire.  The  witnoss  read  in  the  papers  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village  offered  armed  resistance  to  the 
Japanese,  but  he  oontcnds  that  there  was  not  a  single  oaso  of 
armed  resistance. 

•  ,  I 

The  testimony  of  Zidontopf  as  woll  as  mine  were  road  to  me 
and  I  hereby  certify  that  they  are  rocorded  oorreotly.,  . ' 

••  /signed/  Yan  Yanovich  Bnbinets 

A.  Glazunov 

,  ‘  .  •  Member  of  the  Seotion 


F.  Perogud-Pogoralsky,  the  representative  of  the  Ivanovka  community 
asked  for  a  oopy  of  the  interrogation. 

,  The  member  of  the  section  ordered  that  tho  requested  copy  b9  given,  . 

...  A.  Glazunov, •. 

Member  of  the  Section,. 


Seven  sheets  are  numbered,  taped  and  sealed. 


A.  Glazunov 

Member  of  the  legal  section 
(Seal) 

Acting  secretary  /signature/ 


This  oopy  is  given  to  oitizon  Peregud-Pogorelsky  the  representative  of 
the  Amur  Region  People’s  Revolutionary  Committee  in  compliance  with  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  Distriot  Peopol’s  Revolutionary  Committee  No.  15277  dated 
Deoombor  20,  .1920.  He  is  empoworod  to  collect  information  concerning  tho 
expeditions  of  the  Japanese  troops  and  the  losses  inflicted  by  the  Japanese 
oooupation  of  the  Amur  Region. 

Chiof  of  the  legal  section 
/signature/ 


December  27,  1920  No*  4890 
The  oopy  is  correott 


Aoting  secretary 

/  signature/ 


Prof.  V,  Maksakov 

Dirootor  of  the  State  Central 

Historical  Arohivos  of  the  U.S.S.R. 


*%«•  «* 
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CERTIFICATE 


I 
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I,  Mujor  N,A.  Bazonko,  Chlof  of'  tho  Dooumont  Room,  Soviet 
..."  -  .  •  ■  -  ' 

Division,  I.P.S.,  hereby  certify  that  the  attached  oopv  of  the 

dooumont  entitled  "Application  for  production  of  evidence  in  tho 
oaso  against  the  Japaneso  srovornnont  submitto’d  by  Fedor  Grigoryevioh 
Pcrogud-Pogorelsky,  rppresontative  of  tho  Ivanovka  village  community* 
of  tho  Irkutsk  Court  ohxmbor  residing  in  Blugovoschonsk*  65  Bolshayu 
Street"  *Ck8  r  soeived  by  mo  on  October  15,  1947,  from  tho  State  ContPal 
Historical  Arohivcs  of  the  U*S,S,R.  The  original  is  in  the  custody 
of  tho  State  Central  Historical  Archivos  of  tho  U.S^S.R. 


Major  Bazonko 

Chiof  of  the  Dooumont  Room 
Soviet  Division,.  I.P.S., 
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